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 A moment with my family - A tribute by son Mark Winkler 

 
 

Kelvin Winkler, son of Jacob Jack Winkler and Rose Goodman 
Gutmann was born in Winnipeg on February 16 1929. He 
married Lila Resnick in Winnipeg on May 25 1953. They had 
three Children. 

Lawrence Winkler b. 6 Nov. 1953 
Jay Leonard Winkler b. 24 July 1957, Married Helen, died 2002 
Mark Winkler b. 13 Oct. 1959 

At one time or other he owned seven stores in the area including 
stores in Sioux Narrows, Nestor Falls, and Fort Frances. He once 
owned the Dalmore Hotel and renovated it in the mid-
seventies.  There was located Lila’s Gift Store (which was 
originally started where Ella Lynns was located and where in 
2015 the Royal Bank now stands). He owned Pat’s Stationery as 
well as The Lake of the Woods Trading Post on Second Avenue 
as well as his original store.  Kelvin’s Woolen’s Store which was 
located in the basement of the Kenricia Hotel on Main Street. He 
had a warehouse where the original Green School Annex which 
was next to Central School for over 15 years and then built a 
warehouse on the East Highway past the Jail. He also had an ice cream stand in the Kenricia Hotel 
called The Ice Cream Factory from 1976-1979. 

He started by taking over his father’s clothing store Styles Clothes Shop at 12 Main St. South in the 
early 50’s where he lived with his parents when they first got married. He loved to go swimming out 
in the back of the building …where ironically Winkler Harbourfront Park  stands today. 

Kelvin was elected to town council in 1977 and served two terms and then won election as Mayor. He 
was defeated by Joyce Chevrier in 1994. He was elected as Mayor in 1998 and was mayor for a year 
before amalgamation of the three towns of Kenora, Keewatin and Jeffray Mellick in 2000. 

He worked closely with MPP Leo Bernier to secure funding to develop Kenora's Harbourfront and to 
build the bypass north of the City. He was able to distinguish between his personal interests and his 
civil responsibilities. While personally opposed to the construction of the Kenora Bypass which he felt 
would kill his business, he supported it publicly on the basis that it was in the greater interests of the 
citizens of Kenora. 

His son Mark indicated that he maintained his private life. He was a devoted husband and father and 
never discussed public affaires at home. He was a gentle, never vindictive man who refused to attack 
his opponents or belittle those few who served to frustrate and vex public servants. 

He passed away in Toronto May 5 2005. He was predeceased by his wife in 1996. 

Source: Conversations with son Mark Winkler. 
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