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George Mccheyne Rioch, son of George D. Rioch and Isabel was born on 21 Jul. 1869 in Hamilton, Ontario. He 
was working for Thompson Brothers and Forrest when he came to Kenora to establish a jewelry store for A. W. 
Thompson. The store was opened in his name and located in the Clouger Block (latter renamed the Lincoln 
Block) for 9 years. He then transferred to the standard Block for 6 years. In 1905, the Rioch Block was built for 
Mr. Rioch by Alex Stephen beside the then Town office and the present site of Penner's Jewelry store. On June 
1 1940, Mr Rioch sold his business to E. M. Newman and latter it was in turn sold to Dave Penner. 
He married Clemmentina B. Patterson in Rat Portage on 18 Jan 1898. 
They had one daughters, Margaret G. Rioch born September 25 1899 in Rat Portage. She never 
married. 
 
He was the C. P. R. watch inspector for 40 years before his retirement. 
 
He was a member of the Library Board. He served twenty years on the Board of Directors and was 
Chairperson of the YMCA. He served 23 years as chairman of the General Hospital Board. He was an 
elder of Knox united Church. 
 
He was an early member of the Rotary Club. He was a pioneer member of the golf and curling club. 
He was associated with the rowing club. 
 
He was a member of the Masonic and Oddfellows Lodge. He was elder of Knox United Church. 
In the winter of 1890 Mr Rioch and some other young men sent an order for some hockey sticks and 
a rule book so they could learn something about the game. It was his suggestion of the name Kenora 
Thistles that was subsequently adopted for the team. Seventeen years later in 1907, the team 
became the team from the smallest town in Canada to win the Stanley Cup. 
He died April 26 1944 in Kenora and is buried in Lake of the Woods Cemetery 
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