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Lance Corporal Lloyd Leslie Paulson, 

son of Peter Paulson and Ella May Day, 

was born July 1 1918 at Kenora 

according to his attestation papers. This 

date is difficult to reconcile with date of 

sister who appears in 1921 census as 

born in 1918 and elsewhere as 

September 24 1918 

 

His mother married Peter Paulson on 

January 12 1916 in Kenora and they 

were separated around 1920. In the 

1921 census she was located in 

Winnipeg Audrey was with her paternal 

grandparents and son Robert had been 

adopted by Robert and Emma Sabiston. 

 

Their children included 

 

Cecil Grant Paulson b. 22 Apr. 1916 Kenora, m. Elsie Theobald, d.  17 

Oct 1986 Kenora, Ontario 

 

Audrey Paulson b.24 Sep 1918 Kenora, m. Godfrey Neale d. 26 Jan 2016 

Dryden, Ontario 

 

Robert Sabiston Paulson b. 26 Mar 1920 was adopted by Robert and 

Emma Sabiston, m. Eileen Lundstrom, d. Mar 2010 BC 

 

Leslie Lloyd Paulson completed grade 10. He enlisted 17 Feb 1941 

Winnipeg. He was transferred to 10 Armoured Regiment Fort Garry 

Horse on 1 Apr 1941 to begin training in an armoured Regiment at  

Bordon, Ontario. In October 1941, he moved with the Regiment to 

Debert in preparation for the move overseas and on the night of 9 Nov 

1941 embarked on the Oronsay for Europe.  

 

After several days in the harbour the Oronsay left 13 Nov 1944 sailing with a large collection of ships, arriving 

in Liverpool England on 22 Nov, 1941   The next 2 ½ years were spent training in England and Scotland. 

Paulson  was located in troop 2 ‘A’ Squadrons. 

 

On 18 Mar 1944, he married Gloria Straussler at the Register’s office at Brighton and had a nine day leave to 

celebrate the wedding. 

 

https://www.retson.ca/paulsonleslielloyd1918.pdf


2 

 

On D-Day, ‘A’  Squadron was scheduled to follow Squadron  ‘B’  and  ‘C’ in the second wave. B Squadron was 

to arrive in front of Bernières-sur-Mer where they were scheduled to clear the beach and secure the beachhead 

within an hour. However, the tanks were trapped on the beach by an 8-foot seawall which took over an hour to 

breach. It was decided by Regimental Headquarters Lieutenant - Colonel Morton that Squadron ‘A’ would also 

land at Bernières-sur-Mer.  

 

Squadron B was held up by a minefield waiting for 8 Canadian Infantry Brigade reserve Battalion Le 
Régiment de la Chaudière. The advance to Beny-sur-Mer was actually led by Squadron ‘A’  followed by 

Chaudière, B Squadron and the Queens Own Rifles. The advance to Beny-sur-Mer was held up by heavy 

resistance. A decision was made to detach Squadron  ‘B’  and head around on the right to Fountain Henry and 

Thaon before proceeding to their first objective of Anguerny. After assisting in in the capture of Beny-sur-Mer  

‘A’ Squadron pushed on to Hill 70 where it was rejoined by Squadron  ‘B’ .  

 

On June 7, Captain Goodman  and Squadron ‘A’ was assigned to reconnaissance to check to see if the road 

from Beny-sur-Mer through Tailleville to Douvres-la-Délivrande was clear. On June 8 Squadron B left for 

Villon-les Buisson but was redirected to conduct a raid on Vieux Cairon . Two anti tank guns were knocked out 

and 12 prisoners taken but as the spot was too heavily garrisoned the Canadians had to withdraw to Les 

Buisson. On June 9 Squadron ‘B’ launched an attack on Buron but had to pull back. On June 10 Squadrons ‘B’ 

and ‘C’ exchanged places and then Squadron ‘C’ pulled out to join the Regiment at a new location,  Basly in 

preparation for a forthcoming operation. 

 

On June 11 the Regiment was given under command to the 46 Royal Marine Command to clear the Mue Valley 

and secure the hamlet of La Villeneuve on the Caen-Bayeux highway. The Commandos and ‘A’ Squadron set 

off at 10 AM on Sunday. The Tanks followed the road through the Mue Valley with the Commandos on one 

side and the amour on the other. In Cairon, Lasson Rossel and Le Hamel artillery fire was called to soften the 

opposition. At 6 P.M. two troops of Tanks were ordered to return to the Regiment to defend against an 

anticipated counterattack while the rest continued on to Rots. 

 

Lieutenant Sandy McPherson  led 2nd Troop into Rots followed by the Commandos. They cleared a path to the 

village square where they encountered a Panther parked down a side street. The Germans fired killing Trooper 

Lochard Ballantyne Lance Corporal’s Paulson’s foot. The crew bailed out taking Paulson with them. A grenade 

thrown by the Germans wounded two of the team and the only unwounded member attempted to drag Paulson 

to cover. A machine gun burst killed Paulson. With the help of the addition of the 4th troop the situation was 

stabilized and the Commandos held Rots. 
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