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North Context 
 
The North family was made famous because of the execution of Susan (Susanna, Susannah) North Martin 
(Martyn). The name of four ancestral line ended with her marriage to George Martin (aka Martyn). 
 
1.      Richard North b. 1588 Olney, Bucks, England m. Joan Bartram, d. 01 Mar 1667 Salisbury, Essex, 
Massachusetts, USA 
 
1. Richard North 1588 - 1667  Joan Bartram 1590 
 
Richard North was born in Olney, Bucks, England, He married Joan Bartram .  
Their children included. 
 
2.   Susannah North 30 Sep 1621 Olney, Milton Keynes Borough, Buckinghamshire, England, m. George 
Martin 11 Aug 1646 Salisbury, Essex, Massachusetts d. 19 Jul 1692 Salem, Essex County, Massachusetts 
 
2. Susannah North 1621-  1692 George Martin 1618 -  1686 
 
Susannah North, was the fourth daughter, and youngest child, of Richard North and Joan North, née Bartram. 
She was born in Olney, Milton Keynes Borough, Buckinghamshire, England. She was baptized September 30, 
1621. Her mother died when she was a child. Her stepmother was Ursula North. Susannah was baptized in 
Olney, Buckinghamshire, England on 30 September 1621, Her family moved to Salisbury, Massachusetts 
around 1639 when she was about 18 years old. She married George Martin 11 Aug 1646  Salisbury, Essex, 
Massachusetts. He was born in 1618 Ramsey, Huntingdonshire District, Cambridgeshire, England. She died 
July 19, 1692,  one of fourteen women executed for witchcraft during the Salem witch trials of colonial 
Massachusetts.  
 
George Martin’s First Wife Hannah [Green?] died sometime before George secnd’s marriage. Tere was one 
child of this marriage,  
 

i. Hannah Martin b.  01 Feb 1643/44 Salisbury, m. Ezekiel Wathen [later Worthen] 04 Dec 1661 
Salisbury, d. 29 Jun 1730 Salisbury 

 
George and  Susannah’s children included, 
 

ii. Richard Martin b. 29 Jun 1647 Salisbury, Essex Co, Massachusetts, m. Mary Holt 1669 d. 11 Mar 
1728/29 Amesbury, Essex, Massachusetts, USA 

3.       iii. George Martin b. 21 Oct 1648 Salisbury, Essex, Massachusetts, m. Hannah Green m. Elisabeth Durke, 
d. 14 Apr 1734 Ipswich, Essex, Massachusetts 
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iv. John Matin 26 Jan 26 Jan 1650/51 Salisbury, Essex, Massachusetts, m. Mary Weed 1676, d. 06 Oct 
1693 Amesbury, Essex, Massachusetts 
v. Esther Martin b. 07 Apr 1653 Salisbury, Essex, Massachusetts m. John Jameson, d. 1696 Amesbury, 
Essex, Massachusetts, USA 
vi. Jane Martin b. 02 Nov 1656 Salisbury, Essex, Massachusetts, m. George Hadley 11 Aug 1676 
Amesbury, Essex, Massachusetts, d. 19 Jan 1683/84. a great-great-great-great grandmother of United 
States President Chester A. Arthur1.  
vii. Abigail Martin b. 11 Oct 1662 Salisbury, Essex, Massachusetts,  d. 02 Jul 1716 Amesbury, Essex, 
Massachusetts,  
viii. Samuel Martin b. 29 Sep 1667 Salisbury, Essex, Massachusetts, d. Abt 1675 
 

Witch Hunt Trials 
 
In 1669, Susannah was accused of witchcraft by William Sargent, Jr. In turn, George Martin sued Sargent for 
two counts of slander against Susannah, one for accusing her of being a witch, and another for claiming one of 
her sons was a bastard and another was her "imp". Martin withdrew the second count, but the Court upheld the 
accusation of witchcraft. A higher court later dismissed the witchcraft charges. 

 
By 1671, the Martin family was again involved in legal proceedings dealing with the matter of Ursula North's 
inheritance, most of which Ursula had left to her granddaughter, Mary Jones Winsley. The court sided against 
Susannah and George, although Susannah was able to bring five further appeals, each being decided against her. 
 
George died in 1686, leaving Susannah an impoverished widow by the time of the second accusation of 
witchcraft in 1692. Inhabitants of nearby Salem Village, including Joseph and Jarvis Ring, had named Susannah 
a witch and stated she had attempted to recruit them into witchcraft.  
 

One of the reasons that the witch trials stand out in the history of early American law is that the court 
admitted spectral evidence to the proceedings. Spectral evidence was testimony in which witnesses 
claimed that the accused appeared to them and did them harm in a dream or a vision. Contemporary witch 
lore held that witches could project themselves spiritually, either directly or with the aid of Satan, in order 
to harm their victims from afar. The witch’s victims might then see a spectral image of the witch approach 
them as an apparition. The specter of the witch could pinch, bite, or choke its victims, or otherwise harass 
them while the witch remained in a remote location. Its appearance might be that of the witch or of an 
animal acting as the witch’s familiar. The court could then use the witness’s testimony of these events to 
support a conviction for witchcraft (Craker, p. 332).i 

 
Her neighbors testified to her many deeds of witchcraft: 
 

1. John Allen, flew over a bridge, enchanted and drowned his oxen. 
2. John Atkinson, bewitched a cow so it broke its ropes and ran away. 
3. Bernard Peach, (1) entered his bedroom and lay upon him two hours so he couldn’t move until he bit 

her fingers, disappeared leaving drops of blood, but no footsteps in the the snow, (2) he struck her 
spectre with a stick and made her disappear, later rumored she had a broken head. 

 
1 https://vermontgenealogy.wordpress.com/category/ancestor-charts/chester-arthur/; see further Rev. Dr. 
Increase Mather, and Rev. Dr. Cotton Mather, pages 138-148, 
https://archive.org/details/wondersinvisibl04mathgoog/page/n165/mode/1up/search/Martin ;  
 

https://blog.mass.gov/masslawlib/legal-history/the-devil-made-me-do-it/
https://vermontgenealogy.wordpress.com/category/ancestor-charts/chester-arthur/
https://archive.org/details/wondersinvisibl04mathgoog/page/n165/mode/1up/search/Martin
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4. Robert Downer, a cat came in his window, and clawed his throat in his bed, only prayer made it fly 
out the window 

5. John Kimball, (1) caused his cow to die, (2) caused a puppy to attack him and disappear into the 
ground, another larger puppy attacked which nearly killed him before he prayed and it vanished. 

6. William Brown, bewitched his wife and made her insane 
7. Sarah Atkinson, walked from Amesbury to Newbury in bad weather and entered her house completely 

neat and dry. 
8. John Pressey, (1) became bewildered in a field at night, saw a light, struck at it 40 times with a stick, 

and nearly fell into a pit, then saw Susannah Martin nearby, (2) she said he would never have more 
than two cows, and for twenty years he never had more than two. 

9. Jarvis Ring, troubled him in his bed at night and bit his finger. 
10. Joseph Ring, carried by daemons to witches meeting for two years.ii 

 
Although most of the court records from her trial were lost, Cotton Mather, a well known minister at the time, 
personally documented her trial: 
 
“[Magistrate] (to the afflicted girls): Do you know this Woman? 
[Abigail Williams]: It is Goody Martin she hath hurt me often. 
Others by fits were hindered from speaking. Eliz: Hubbard said she hath not been hurt by her. John Indian said 
he hath not seen her Mercy Lewes pointed to her & fell into a little fit. Ann Putman threw her Glove in a fit at 
her. The examinant laught. 
[Magistrate] (To Martin): What do you laugh at it? 
[Martin]: Well I may at such folly. 
[Magistrate]: Is this folly? The hurt of these persons. 
[Martin]: I never hurt man woman or child. 
[Mercy Lewes]: She hath hurt me a great many times, & pulls me down 
Then Martin laughed again 
[Mary Walcott]: This woman hath hurt me a great many times. 
Susan Sheldon also accused her of afflicting her. 
[Magistrate] (To Martin): What do you say to this? 
[Martin]: I have no hand in Witchcraft. 
[Magistrate]: What did you do? Did not you give your consent? 
[Martin]: No, never in my life. 
[Magistrate]: What ails this people? 
[Martin]: I do not know. 
[Magistrate]: But w’t do you think? 
[Martin]: I do not desire to spend my judgm’t upon it. 
[Magistrate]: Do not you think they are Bewitcht? 
[Martin]: No. I do not think they are 
[Magistrate]: Tell me your thoughts about them. 
[Martin]:Why my thoughts are my own, when they are in, but when they are out they are anothers.”iii 
 
Despite the lack of evidence against her, Susannah was found guilty of witchcraft and hanged at Proctor’s 
Ledge near Gallows Hill on July 19 along with Rebecca Nurse, Sarah Good, Elizabeth Howe, and Sarah 
Wildes. 
 
She was buried in a shallow grave near the execution site with the other victims but because the exact location 
of the executions has never been found, it is not known where her body currently lies. 
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In 1857, the poet John Greenleaf Whittier, who was a direct descendant of Susannah Martin, honored Susannah 
in a poem titled The Witch’s Daughter: 
 
“Let Goody Martin rest in peace, I never knew her harm a fly, 
And witch or not – God knows – not I? 
I know who swore her life away; 
And as God lives, I’d not condemn 
An Indian dog on word of them.” 
 
Residents of the town of Amesbury later placed a stone marker near Susannah and George Martin’s home that 
read: 
 
“Here stood the house of Susannah Martin. An honest, hardworking Christian woman accused of being a witch 
and executed at Salem, July 19, 1692. She will be missed! A Martyr of Superstition. T.I.A. 1894” 
 
In 1711, the Massachusetts legislature passed a resolution clearing the names of the convicted witches and 
offered financial restitution to their descendants. Susannah Martin’s family did not wish to be named in the law 
and did not seek restitution. 
 
In 1957, the Massachusetts legislature formally apologized to the victims of the Salem Witch Trials but did not 
specifically mention any of the victims by name. 
 
In 1992, the Salem Witch Trials Memorial was built in Salem, Mass and a marker was established for Susannah 
Martin. 
 
In 2001, the Massachusetts legislature passed a resolution officially exonerating five of the victims not 
mentioned in the previous resolutions: Susannah Martin, Bridget Bishop, Alice Parker, Wilmot Redd and 
Margaret Scott. 
 
In 2017, the Proctor’s Ledge Memorial was built in Salem, Mass and a marker was established for Susannah 
Martin. 
 
At trial she appeared to be pious and quoted the Bible freely. However , she was found guilty, and hanged on 
July 19, 1692 in Salem. 

 
On Aug 29, 1957 the State of Massachusetts voted to wipe from the books the convictions of six women that 
had been unjustly accused of being witches 265 years earlier. However the names were omitted. On Halloween 
2001, Susannah Martin, Bridget Bishop, Alice Parker, Margaret Scott and Wilmot Redd were finally, 
exonerated by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
 
Sources 
 
The Salem Witch Hunt, A Captivating Guide to the Hunt and Trials of people Accused of Withcraf in Colonial 
Massachusetts,  

 
Website 
 
https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/North-25 
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/susannah-martin-accused-witch-from-salisbury/  

https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/North-25
https://historyofmassachusetts.org/susannah-martin-accused-witch-from-salisbury/
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Dorn, Nathan, Evidence from Invisible Worlds in Salem August 20, 2020 
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2020/08/evidence-from-invisible-worlds-in-
salem/#:~:text=Spectral%20evidence%20was%20testimony%20in,harm%20their%20victims%20from%20afar. 
Accessed by Nathan Dorn 
 
Susannah Martin, From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia, https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susannah_Martin  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salem_witch_trials  
https://www.history.com/topics/colonial-america/salem-witch-trials  
https://www.pem.org/blog/learning-from-1692  
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca_Nurse  
 
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/n92.html  
 
"The Salem Witch Trials, Documentary Archives and Transcript project: 
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html  
 
 
 
 
  

https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2020/08/evidence-from-invisible-worlds-in-salem/#:%7E:text=Spectral%20evidence%20was%20testimony%20in,harm%20their%20victims%20from%20afar
https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2020/08/evidence-from-invisible-worlds-in-salem/#:%7E:text=Spectral%20evidence%20was%20testimony%20in,harm%20their%20victims%20from%20afar
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Susannah_Martin
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Salem_witch_trials
https://www.history.com/topics/colonial-america/salem-witch-trials
https://www.pem.org/blog/learning-from-1692
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rebecca_Nurse
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/n92.html
http://salem.lib.virginia.edu/home.html
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Relationship with Norths to the author 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
i https://blogs.loc.gov/law/2020/08/evidence-from- invisible-worlds-in-

salem/#:~:text=Spectral%20evidence%20was%20testimony%20in,harm%20their%20victims%20from%20afar.  
ii This list taken from https://www.wikitree.com/wiki/North-25 
 
iii https://historyofmassachusetts.org/susannah-martin-accused-witch-from-salisbury/  
Accessed Feb 22 2021 
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