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Colonel Harold Arthur Clement Machin, son of Charles John Machin and Emma Mary 
Louisa Biddlecombe was born 9 May 1875 in Rochester, New York, USA. 

He received his education in a boarding school in Beaconsfield, England where he met 
Arthur Albert Knight, brother of his future wife. He was often a guest at social events at 
Horner Grange (See pictures of house and Knight family at 
http://www.fownc.org/newsletters/no61.shtml). The building is now used as a girl's 
school called Sydenham School. Furniture from the home was sent to Harold and Ida's 
house in Kenora and then subsequently in their new home in Shoal Lake. Many articles 
of this house are now in the Victorian Parlour, Lake of the Woods Museum, Kenora, 
Ontario. 

He was involved in the 1896-1900 Canadian gold boom. In 1908 the couple went to 
Northern Quebec to prospects for copper. He was President of the Kenora Mines 
Limited. In 1910 he reopened the Mikado Mine and over Regina Mine. The Mikado mine 
was situated south of Bag bay on Shoal lake and was one of 4 principal mines of the 
Lake of the Woods area. 

He came to Kenora around 1900. In 1902 he was called to the Ontario Bar and 
established his practice in Kenora. 

He married Ida Florence Knight of England and South Africa in 1902. They had two 
daughters, 

i. Ida Annie Knight Machin b. 08 Dec 1903 South Africa 
ii. Barbara Machin 1914 
 

Machin was a conservative most of his political career and was the Provincial 
Representative from 8 June 1908 to 23 September 1919. In 1908 he ran in the newly 
created Electoral District of Kenora in 8 June 1908 defeating Liberal Andrew E. Annis 
1078 votes to 847. In 1911 he defeated Liberal John T. Brett 1179 votes to 733. In 
1914 he was acclaimed. Machin was a fierce opponent of Conservative premier William 
Howard Hearst's Ontario Temperance Act. He became a prominent member of the 
Citizen's Liberty League formed in 1919 to oppose prohibition in Ontario. He quit 
Conservative Party and ran as an independent in the 1919 election. He was defeated by 
Labour candidate Peter Heenan: 

Peter Heenan       1870      Labour 
Machin Harold A.C. 895      Independent 
Alfred Pitt              610     Conservative 
Fife, Ashton T.       405     Liberal 
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Colonel Machin had a distinguished military career. In the Boer, he held the rank of 
Lieutenant and Captain in the South African Constabulary. Private to Staff Sergeant - 
2nd Special Service Battalion, Royal Canadian Regiment (1st Canadian Contingent, 
South Africa). Saw actions at; Sunnyside - 01 Jan, 1900. Padeburg - 18 to 26 Feb, 
1900. Poplar Grove - 07 Mar, 1900. Driefontein - 10 Mar, 1900. Hout Neck - 01 May, 
1900. Vet River - 05/06 May, 1900. Zand River - 10 May, 1900. Pretoria - 04 Jan, 
1901. 1901 - Commissioned as a Subaltern, South African Constabulary. 1902 - 
Promoted to Captain, South African Constabulary. Served in the Orange River Colony 
until the end of the war in May 19, 1905 - Resigned in May, retaining his rank. He 
received the Queen's Medal (South Africa) with 4 clasps. and King's medal (South 
Africa) with 2 clasps. 

Mr. Machin was one of the first to offer his services in World War 1 and organized the 
94th Battalion which he commended on their trip overseas. He served in France with 
distinction. The history of the 94th Battalion is set out at 
http://www.94thbattalioncef.ca/history.htm: 

While the formation of the 94th "Overseas" Battalion was not officially authorized until 
22 December, 1915 when General Order No. 151 was published, the people of North 
Western Ontario had known that the Battalion was being formed since the 25th of 
October when the Fort William Times Journal published the news that the Kenora - 
Rainy River Regiment had been ordered to form a new Battalion for overseas service, 
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel Arthur C. Machin, the Member of the 
Provincial Parliament for Kenora. Colonel Machin had served in the Boer War with "C" 
Company, 2nd Special Service Battalion of the Royal Canadian Regiment of Infantry 
and later as a Lieutenant in the South African Constabulary. Recruiting began 
immediately, and on November 4th, 1915, in Port Arthur, 198002, Sergeant Frederick 
Charles Cornell signed his Attestation Papers becoming the first of 1,385 men to join.... 

The next seven and a half months were spent trying to organize an effective military 
unit, and in spite of all the confusion which had been built into the system by the 
machinations of the Minister of Militia, Sam Hughes, they managed to get the job done 
and, I might add, done very well. At first, those men from towns where there was a 
Militia unit and an Armories, lived and drilled in barracks, but in towns and cities such 
as Fort William, the men lived at home or in hotels and drilled where ever they could 
find a space large enough for their purposes. There were no uniforms, weapons, or 
even office supplies. Most of the officers were learning their duties at the same time as 
the men, and it was very fortunate that a number of the enlistees had previously 
served in the British Army so as Non Commissioned Officers they were able to teach the 
men the basics of military life and how to live under military discipline. As the weeks 
went by, things began to change for the better and the men began to look like soldiers. 
On December 4th, 1915 the first uniforms arrived and were issued. On December 11th, 
"A" Company, which was living in the Port Arthur Armories, was issued wash tubs and 
washboards. On the 29th of December, the first shipment of rifles arrived and were 
distributed to the various companies, each receiving enough for one squad at a time to 
drill with them. There was no note as to when enough were received to issue one to 
each man. On January 27th, the renovations to the Steel Plant in the west end of Fort 
William were completed and the men of "B" Company finally moved into barracks. The 
atmosphere there was greatly improved on the 18th of February, when the bathing 
facilities were completed with 6 bath tubs and 1 plunge tank. The people of North 
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Western Ontario adopted the men and made sure that there was always something 
being done to entertain them. They organized dances, parties, teas, sporting events, 
and concerts and set up reading rooms. They cheered the battalion's hockey team 
which competed in the Lakehead Senior Hockey League and almost won the 
championship, losing out to the "Fort Williams" in the final game of the season. They 
attended battalion church parades and inspections, cheered the men on route marches, 
listened to concerts given by the excellent brass band, and turned out to view them 
training to "Storm the Hun trenches". The 94th was truly, the battalion of the people. 
On May 25, 1916, the men of "C" an "D" Companies from Kenora and Fort Frances were 
moved to the Lakehead and on June 9, 1916, the Battalion left for Valcartier, Quebec 
for "Summer Camp" as it was called. For two hundred and five of these men it was the 
last time they were to see their families and friends. The 94th trained at Valcartier for a 
period until June 13th when they sailed from Halifax for England on the RMS Olympic. 
Although the 94th remained a battalion on paper until July 27th, 1918, with an office at 
East Sandling, it actually ceased to exist on July 13th, 1916 when it was broken up and 
the men were transferred to the 17th and 32nd Reserve Battalions to be used as 
replacements for casualties in front line units. The band's instruments were "disposed 
of." and the resulting funds were disbursed. I have not been able to learn what actually 
happened. The 94th did gain some measure of fame because of the story that is that it 
was broken up as a result of a coin toss. Apparently two battalions sailed to England on 
the Olympic, and it was decided that one of them would go to the front and the other 
would be broken up. Colonel Machin made the wrong call. 

The local newspaper report: 

Kenora, 27 May, 1916 KENORA UNIT 94TH LEFT THURSDAY -------- AN IMMENSE 
CROWD GATHERED AT STATION TO SAY GOODBYE WILL REMAIN IN PORT ARTHUR 
FOR SHORT TIME The Kenora detachment of the 94th Battalion left Thursday morning 
in command of major Schnarr in a special train. The boys in Khaki assembled at the 
Armories and headed by the combined bands of Kenora and Keewatin paraded to the 
station followed by an immense throng of citizens. The men presented a splendid 
appearance ant it was the general expression that they compared very well with any of 
the other contingents that have left here for overseas service. The men entrained as 
soon as they arrived at the station. As the 94th is expected to leave for Valcartier in the 
course of a couple of weeks, and none of the men will likely have the opportunity of 
visiting their home here again before going overseas, there were many affecting scenes 
of farewell. It was marvelous, however, to see the manner in which the mothers, wives, 
sisters and sweethearts bore up when saying goodbye. They did all they could to cheer 
the men rather than depress them reserving for themselves the culmination of 
departure until after the train had left. In fact many of the wives and relatives of the 
men refused to go to the train, the parting scenes being held in the sanctity of their 
own homes. How nobly the women of Kenora and Keewatin are meeting the sacrifice 
has been amply evidenced on the occasion of the departure and anyone who was at the 
station on Thursday could never for one moment question the duty owing to the 
dependents of these gallant fellows. 

Machin's record during World War 1 is recorded at 
http://www.94thbattalioncef.ca/officers.htm: 
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Rank: Lieutenant Colonel, he was from Kenora. Battalion Commanding Officer. 
Transferred to 32nd Reserve Battalion, 18 Jul, 1916. Transferred to Canadian Pay 
Office, 21 Aug, 1916. Made CO of the 1st Canadian Labour Battalion, In 1917, he was 
assigned by Major General Sir John Wallace Carson to "put a stop" to the large numbers 
of Canadian soldiers who were getting married in England. On 3 September 1917 a 
Military Service Council, acting directly under the Minister of Justice, was created "to 
advise and assist in the administration and enforcement" of the Act relating to 
Contentious Objectors". On 15 Jun, 1918 its duties were taken over by the Military 
Service Branch of the Department of Justice and he was appointed Director of that 
Office. ACPF - RG 150, Accession 1992-93/166, Box 5827 - 21 

He died at his summer home on Shoal Lake on October 13 1931 after a lengthy illness. 
The District of Machin, Ontario, is named in his memory. 
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