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Louis B. Hilliard was born 21 Sep 1851 in Christinia, Norway. He immigrated to Canada from Norway in 1870 
according to the 1901 Canadian census. He married Annie Margaret McGinnis 
She was born November 7 1863 in Leeds, Mégantic, Quebec, Canada 
 
They had at least 4 children: 
 

i. Charles Edwin Louis Hilliard b. 20 Aug 1882, d. 03 Apr 1917 No. 30 Casualty Clearing Station, France 
ii. Beatrice Laura Louise Hilliard b. 6 Jul 1894 Rat Portage m. Willard King Treleaven, d. 10 Jul 1947 
Winnipeg. 
iii. Archibald William Melburn Hilliard b. 10 Nov 1885 Rat Portage, 08 Sep 1886 
iv. Harold Howell Hilliard b. 26 Nov 1889 Rat Portage d. 08 Aug 1918 in the Battle of Amiens 

 
Rat Portage Miner and News - September 6, 1904 
 
Excerpted from a letter written to the editor by a visitor to Mr. Hillard's farm which was located in Jaffray, 
about 2 miles from downtown Rat Portage (now Kenora). 
 
Mr. Hilliard has 180 acres, 70 of which are under cultivation, and he claims 40 acres more of swamp land which 
is already drained and will be cleaned up this fall. Some of it that I saw was from one foot to eighteen inches of 
beautiful black mould, with clay subsoil. 
 
His crop this year consists of 48 tons of hay, 9 acres of wheat, several acres of barley, and a quantity of 
vegetables of all kinds. He has 250 hogs and some turkeys and chickens, and he tells me that in 1903 he sold 
37,000 pounds of pork, and since he started clearing off his land he has taken over eight thousand cords of wood 
of it. Still, when you talk of farming in this district, the majority of our citizens look at you as if your mental 
health would be improved by a sojourn to Selkirk. I do not claim to be a practical farmer, but when I see what 
Mr. Hilliard's farm proves, I cannot help but call the attention of the business community to the possibilities of 
this section in an agricultural way. I have met a dozen men who question the fact of Mr. Hilliard making his 
farm pay, but that is no doubt owing largely to the want of knowledge of what he is doing, and confidence in 
our soil. Thirty-seven thousand pounds of pork at 7c, amount to $2,590. Wages for the pork alone would not be 
over $480. The hogs will pasture on clover for three months out of four, that is one month to harden them on 
grain. The life of a pig should be about four months, and they should weigh about 125 pounds, to make the best 
pork. Mr. Hilliard showed me one sow that has two litters this year - one of twelve and one of eight. That is, 
twenty from one, and Mr. Cameron tells me his company buys about five carloads of pork every year. The CPR, 
the eastern farmer, and the pork packer gets all, and we sit here and do not make and effort to get any settlers 
onto our lands. 
 
He passed away 22 Mar 1914. She died 25 Apr 1953 in Winnipeg, Manitoba 
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