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Joseph Pattulo Earngey, sixth and youngest child of Joseph Earngey and Mary Graham was born February 9 
1870 in the township of Chinguacousy, near Brampton in Peel County, Ontario. His other siblings included 
Lizzie, Kate, Maggie, Thomas R. and William. He learned his printing trade and newspaper in Brampton. He 
taught in the Industrial school in Mimico. He had a short stay in Deronto before returning to Brampton. 
He came to Rat Portage in 1897. 
 
He married Anna Cecelia Kelly in York (Toronto) on January 2 1900. 
 
He started a newspaper in the building that subsequent became the town office on the west side of Main St. 
South (in 1914 100 main St. S.) with upstairs and machines in the basement. He spent seven months in 1901 in 
Rossland B.C. as Editor of the Rossland Miner. His wife and possibly Miss Kelly (possibly her sister) ran the 
business in Rat Portage in his absence. He bought "The News", the forerunner of the Kenora Daily znd Miner in 
1904. He continued as owner of the paper until his death in May 1939. 
 
He was active in civic and fraternal affaires in the community. He was a member and President of the Board of 
Trade, a member for several years of the Jubilee Hospital, a member of the Lake of the Woods Club, The Golf 
Club, Lake of the Woods Masonic Lodge, and a board member of the Kenora Rotary Club. 
He served as town councillor form 1911 to 1914 and mayor of Kenora from 1915 to 1918. 
He was an active member of the Conservative Party and served as its President. In 1926 he ws elected to the 
Ontario Legislature and served to 1929. During his term the road from Fort Frances to Kenora was started. Due 
in part to his strenous efforts the old jail was turned over to the Dominion Government for an armoury. He also 
worked stenously for the construction of the Kenora Paper Mill. 
 
While to the author's knowledge he never had any children of his own, he brought joy to many in various ways 
including the giving of free Christmas shows in the local theatre. Following his death on May 26 1939 and 
funeral, children lined the lane ways of the Lake of the Woods Cemetary for his burial, with tributes paid by the 
attendance of several organizations and individuals as reported in his paper on May 30 1939. 
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