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John Allan Craig, son of William Craig and Eliza Jane McElwain was the 7th child of 9 children, born on 
Kennebec Road,  St Joseph's, Quebec. His father had immigrated from Ireland. Very rocky poor farming land 
was given to these immigrants near the Maine US border. They were expected to also maintain the Kennebec 
Road, the main route from Quebec City to Maine. 
 

John was exposed to mining through his Uncle and his future wife's 
Great Uncle, a mineral expert. He had claims in the Black Hills South 
Dakota where he met a hotelkeeper that he co-owned a restaurant with 
in Superior Wisconsin from 1893-1897. He then went back to mining 
along the Gun Flint rane 
 
 In the Canadian 1901 Census was a prospector in Ignace. 
 He was the hotelkeeper for this Normal Hotel from at least 1905 until 
1909-1910.  
 
At 46 years old he is found in Norman Ontario. There he became a 
Hotelkeeper and married Emma Adelina Paddy Wakelin on 26 Oct 
1905. He operated the Norman Hotel at least by 1905 until 1909-1910.. 
 
Braden Murray of the Kenora Museum indicated to granddaughter, 
Marie Craig 
 
" Prospecting and mining was a young man’s game.  It is very hard on 
your body at the best of times, so it wouldn’t surprise me that a man in 

his mid 40s would be looking for a vocation that was slightly less labour intensive.  There was a 
considerable transient population in this area around the time too, both for work and for tourism.  The 
picture that shows the bunkhouses indicates to me that the Norman Hotel may have been a low cost option 
for men who came to town and needed a place to live.  A boarding house style setup.  Between the saw 
mill, gold mining, and construction on the railway there was no shortage of young men who needed a dry 
bed and a warm meal."    

 
Oliver Dumouchel, who married Rosanna Lavery, the previous Hotel Owner, Louis Servule Lavery’s daughter 
and took over its management in 1910 and operated it until 1937.. 
 
John Allan Criag ‘s obituary says he remained there until 1910 when he moved his now family of 4 to Emo 
Ontario. Family lore indicates they traveled to Emo by canoe. In Emo he operated the Grand Union Hotel until 
it burned down in 1912. For about 10 years, he was a warehouseman. 
 
He died on February 21,1929 at in Emo Ontario.  
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