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John “Jack” Allan, son of William Allan and Margret Elizabeth “Betsy” Smith, was 
born in Pleasance, Falkland, Fife, Scotland on March 15 1848. William and Betsy 
had 7 children, 18 Apr 1897 
 

i. Agnes Allan b. 1878 in Pleasance, Falkland, Fife, Scotland d. 21 Mar 1901,  
ii. John “Jack” Allan b. 10 Nov 1881 Pleasance, m. Elizabeth Kelley 25 Apr 
1911 Kenora, Ontario, d. 21 Aug 1970 Keewatin, Ontario 
iii. James Smith Allan b. 14 Mar 1884 Pleasance, d. 17 Apr 1961 bur. 
Edinburgh Scotland. 
iv. William Smith Allan b. 19 Mar 1886 d. Sep  1973, Unity, Saskatchewan 
v. Robert  Allan b. 22 Apr 1889 Pleasance, d. by drowning 9 Aug 1908 
Keewatin 
vi. Andrew Allan b. 1 Nov 1891 Pleasance, d. 9 Dec 1908 Keewatin in fire  
vii. Ebenezer “Eben” Johnstone Allan b. 1 Nov 1894 d. 28 Oct 1966 
 

Betsy died in Pleasance 18 Apr 1897 and William on 15 Mar 1896. In the 1901 Scotland Census 5 boys, James, 
William, Robert Andrew and Ebenezer were still in the family home at Pleasance. Agnes having died in 1901. 
John, age 19 is a lodger in Leven, Fife with occupation given as baker Journeyman. 
 
 In the 1911 Canadian Census Jack’s year of immigration is given as 1903, in 1921 it is given as 1901. His 
daughter Mildred believed he emigrated to Canada in 1905. He worked as a baker in Selkirk, Manitoba and then 
in a bakery on 1St Street South in Kenora. In 1907 he opened a bakery and confectionery on Main Street 
Keewatin  with his brother Andrew.(See picture below.) In 1908 tragedy hit the larger family with the death 
first of brother Robert on August 9 by drowning at Keewatin beach and then the death of Andrew in a fire that 
destroyed the  bakery on Main Street. After the fire he worked as a cook in a bush camp to earn money to buy a 
new building for a confectionery store. 
 
In 1911 Jack bought a new building on the corner of Wharf and Ottawa Street for a confectionary store. The 
same year on April 25 he married Eliza Kelley. They ultimately had 5 children, 
 

i. William Lloyd Allan b.  9 Sep 1913 Keewatin, d. 2 Oct 1914 Keewatin 
ii. Eva Rogean Allan b. 10 Feb 1916 Keewatin, m. Alexander Gordon Davis 18 Jul 1942 Keewatin, d. 
June 24 1950 Kenora, buried in Lake of the Woods Cemetery 
iii. George Robert “Bob” Allan b. 27 Oct 1917 Keewatin, m. Thora Edith Koski 7 Jun 1946, d. 19 Jun 
1992 Kenora, 
iv. Mildred Allan b. 21 Nov 1919 Keewatin, John Walter Smith, January 22 1949 d 19 Jun 1992 
v. Clifford John Allan b. 28 Nov 1928 and died 7 Sep 1929. Kenora Ontario 
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In 1917 Jack bought the building, on the Corner of Wharf and Front street which ultimately was known as the 
Allan Block. This block housed the Bank of Ottawa(later Known as Royal Bank). The front of the of the store 
had two large display windows and inside thee large oak and glass display cases for chocolates, candy bars and 
wrapped bread, pastries and cookies delivered from Lake of the Woods Bakery and Jackson’s Bakery in 
Kenora. 
 
At the back of the main building was a screened in veranda furnished with sets of ice cream parlour tables and 
chairs. In the thirties this was replaced by a larger classed 
and screened veranda, the Parlour furniture was replaced 
by wooden tables and chairs and the business was known 
as Allan's Confectionary and Tea Room. At the same time 
as the Tea Room was added a new kitchen was added at 
the back. After a fire destroyed the Tea room the business 
became known simply as Allans. In the fifties the store 
was modernized again.  
 
Over the years the entire family were involved in the 
business. Jack managed the business his wife cooked the 
heavier meals when the new kitchen was added. The 
children Eva, Bob and Mildred worked the store: 
 
Referring to dances held in the nearby memorial building, Mildred years later 
at age 92 in 2011 wrote: 
 

1911 Allan Confectionery on Ottawa Street Eliza Allan on doorstep. Photo curtesy of Bob Allan 

Mildred (Allan) Smith 



There was always one intermission and my brother,, sister and I had to go around the corner to our 
restaurant to work and then, again right after the dance was ended. In that way we never had a date to 
walk us home, even though we might have a crush on some onei. 
 

After  World War 2 Jack’s son, George Robert “Bob” Allan  went into 
partnership with him and managed the business after his death in 1970. He  
worked in the store 7 days a week and took over complete ownership and 
operation of the store when his father, Jacky died.  The business closed when Bob 
Allan retired about 1984.  The store like many other corner stores in the era faced 
stiff competition with the larger stores that also commenced to be open 7 days a 
week with extended hours. With the closing of the confectionery store, the entire 
block of buildings was sold to Rod Stubbs who converted the store and bank 
portions into additional apartments The bank vault was converted into a 
bathroom. The apartment building is now known as the Allan Block. 

 
Grandson Bob Allan (son of George Robert Allan also known as Bob) marked the 
spots of the 3 Allan Properties on a google map June 10 2021:  1-The Main Street 
bakery that was destroyed by fire on Dec 10 1908,  2-The Ottawa Street location that is shown on the Post Card 
with my Grandmother on the step sometime just after their marriage April 25 1911. 3-the current location of the  
Allan Block at the corner of Wharf and Front Streets.ii 

 

 
 

Jack’s wife, Eliza predeaceased him in July 1961. Jack died in Kenora Aug 21 1970.  
 

 
i Common Ground: Stories of Lake of the Woods II2011-2015 
ii Appreciation expressed for significant contributions and revisions by grandson Bob Allan and Mildred (Allan) Smith for history  

1George Robert "Bob" Allan Photo 
curtesy of his son Bob 
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