
Women in Armed Forces in World War 2 
Last Revised 

October  6 2020 

Contents 
Women in Armed Forces in World War 2 .................................................................................. 1 

Women in the Navy .................................................................................................................... 1 

Source ......................................................................................................................................... 2 

Websites ...................................................................................................................................... 2 

Videos ......................................................................................................................................... 2 

 
 
The Canadian Women's Army Corps (CWAC) was authorized on 13 August 1941.  At first the 
organization was named the Canadian Women's Auxiliary Corps and was not an official part of 
the armed forces. On 13 March 1942, female volunteers were inducted into the Canadian Army 
and became the Canadian Women's Army Corps. They wore a cap badge of three maple leaves, 
and collar badges of the goddess Athena.  It was established for the purpose of releasing men 
from non-combatant roles in the Canadian armed forces as part of expanding Canada's war 
effort. Most women served in Canada but some served overseas, most in roles such as 
secretaries, clerks, canteen workers, vehicle mechanics, cooks, drivers and many other non-
combat military jobs.  
 
CWACs served overseas, first in 1942 in Washington, DC, and then with the Canadian Army in 
the United Kingdom. In 1944 CWACs served in Italy and in 1945 in northwest Europe, usually 
as clerks in headquarters establishments. After VE Day, more served with Canadian occupation 
forces in Germany. Approximately 3000 served Canada overseas. "The CWAC was the largest 
force with 22,000 members, followed by the Air Force Women's Division with 17,000 and the 
WRCNS with just under 7,000." In August 1946 the CWACs were disbanded. The Canadian 
Women's Army Corps was re-designated The Canadian Women's Army Corps on 22 March 
1948. The Canadian Women's Army Corps reverted to the Canadian Women's Army Corps on 
18 Apr 1955. The CWAC was finally abolished as a separate corps in 1964 when women were 
fully integrated into the Canadian armed forces. They were only paid two-thirds of what the men 
were paid in the same occupation (this figure later became four-fifths). The headquarters of the 
CWAC was based in Goodwin House in Ottawa. 
 
However, even to today, Canadian women still represent only a small fraction of the total 
population of the Canadian Forces.  
 
Women in the Navy 
 
Canadian women first served in the RCN during the Second World War. The Women’s Royal Canadian 
Navy Service (WRCNS) — whose members were commonly called “WRENs”, after the Women's Royal 
Navy — was launched in 1942 to recruit women to work in support roles in the navy so more men would 
be available for sea duties. WRENs did much of the same sort of work as men (except for serving at sea 



on warships), such as servicing anti-submarine equipment and aircraft, performing communications 
roles and working as drivers. By the end of the war there were about 6,000 women in the navy. 
Approximately 1,000 WRENs served overseas, many of them in Northern Ireland and Scotland, and more 
than 500 more served in Newfoundland (which was not yet a part of Canada). 

Kenora Women Who Served In World War 2 
 
Lieutenant Jessie Hillman (Served as Jessie McKellar) 1943-1946 Canadian Women's Army 
Corps (CWAC) 
 
Source 
 
Websites 
 
Author: Buchanan, J.N., The Canadian Women’s Army Corps, 1941-1946, 1 May 1947 ( 
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/themes/defence/caf/militaryhistory/dhh/reports/ahq-
reports/ahq015.pdf ) 
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/historical-sheets/women 
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/canadian-womens-army-corps 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Women%27s_Army_Corps 
 
Videos 
 
Some videos are reflect the culture of the time they were produced and some may finds some 
portions offensive but they give a good background of the various roles filled by womwn in 
World War 2 
 
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Women%27s_Army_Corps  
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwPx8VfTI10 Canadian Army Newsreel - Canadian 
Women's Army Corps Cadets Graduate 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUe_FSrQVo4 Canadian Women in Uniform 17.58 minute 
National Film Board Video 
 

https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/themes/defence/caf/militaryhistory/dhh/reports/ahq-reports/ahq015.pdf
https://www.canada.ca/content/dam/themes/defence/caf/militaryhistory/dhh/reports/ahq-reports/ahq015.pdf
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/history/historical-sheets/women
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.ca/en/article/canadian-womens-army-corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Women%27s_Army_Corps
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Canadian_Women%27s_Army_Corps
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QwPx8VfTI10
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mUe_FSrQVo4
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