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Albert Lacombe, son of Alberrt Lacombe and Agathe Duhamel on 28 
February 1827.  He was ordained a priest at age 22 on 13 June 
1849 following studies at the Collège de 
l'Assomption in L'Assomption, Quebec Following ordination, he was 
sent west to Pembina, Minnesota Territory, and worked there from 1849 
to 1851 with the Jesuit priest, Fr George Belcourt. In 1851 he returned 
briefly to Canada East, where he secured a position as a curate in the 
town Berthier.  
In 1852 he followed Monsignor Alexandre Taché, then suffragan bishop of 
Saint Boniface, to the Red River Colony. The same year he proceeded to 
Fort Edmonton and Lac Ste. Anne, where he overwintered with the Cree 
and Métis. During this time he began his studies of the Cree language, 
which ultimately led to a translation of the New Testament into Cree, as 
well as a grammar and dictionary of the Cree language co-written with 
fellow Oblate, Constantine Scollen, at Rocky Mountain House in 1870. 

 
From 1853 to 1861 at Lac Ste. Anne, Lacombe expanded the mission and 
deepening his ties to the indigenous population, eventually travelling as far 
north as the Lesser Slave Lake in search of converts. He began his 
novitiate in the Oblate order in 1855 under René Rémas and became a 
member of the congregation on 28 September 1856.  
 
In 1861 a settlement was established along the Sturgeon River at Saint Albert, Rupert's Land. From 1865 to 
1872, he travelled extensively throughout the prairies. During this time that he brokered a peace between the 
Cree and the Blackfoot. 
 
In 1872 Lacombe was sent to Fort Garry (Winnipeg, Manitoba) to promote the colonization of Manitoba, and to 
this end travelled throughout eastern Canada and the United States. He became the Vicar of Saint Boniface, 
Manitoba, in 1879. He began his association with the Canadian Pacific Railway and extended his ministry to the 
navvies working on the right-of-way.  
 
 Excerpts from Pierre Berton, The National Dream (Kindle Locations 5694-5704). Doubleday Canada. Kindle 
Edition speaks of Father Lacombe’s experience in Rat Portage, 
 

Father Lacombe was a homely man whose long silver locks never seemed to be combed; but benevolence 
shone from his features. He did not want to be a railway chaplain. He would much rather have stayed 
among his beloved Indians than have entered the Sodom of Rat Portage, but he went where his church 
directed. On the very first day of his new assignment he was scandalized by the language of the navvies. 
His first sermon, preached in a boxcar chapel, was an attack on blasphemy. “It seems to me what I have 
said is of a nature to bring reflection to these terrible blasphemers, who have a vile language all their own 
– with a dictionary and grammar which belongs to no one but themselves,” he confided to his diary. “This 
habit of theirs is – diabolical!”  
 
But there was worse to come: two weeks after he arrived in Rat Portage there was “a disorderly and 
scandalous ball” and all night long the sounds of drunken revelry dinned into the ears of the unworldly 
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priest from the plains. Lacombe even tried to reason with the woman who sponsored the dances. He was 
rewarded with jeers and insults. “My God,” he wrote in his diary, “have pity on this little village where so 
many crimes are committed every day.” He realized that he was helpless to stop all the evil that met his 
eyes and so settled at last for prayer “to arrest the divine anger.” As he moved up and down the line, 
covering thirty different camps, eating beans off tin plates in the mess halls, preaching sermons as he 
went, celebrating mass in the mornings, talking and smoking with the navvies in the evenings and 
recording on every page of his small, tattered black notebooks a list of sins far worse than he had 
experienced among the followers of Chief Crowfoot, the wretched priest was overcome by a sense of 
torment and frustration. The heathen Indians had been so easy to convert! ButBut these navvies – nominal 
Christians all – listened to him respectfully, talked to him intimately, confessed their sins religiously and 
then went on their drunken, brawling, blaspheming, whoring way totally unashamed. Ill with pleurisy, 
forced to travel the track on an open handcar in the bitterest weather, his ears ringing with obscene 
phrases which he had never before heard, his eyes affronted by spectacles he did not believe possible, the 
tortured priest could only cry to his diary, “My God, I offer you my sufferings.” Hard as frozen 
pemmican, toughened by the harshness of prairie travel and the discomfort of Indian tepees, tempered by 
blizzard and blazing prairie sun, the pious Lacombe all but met his match in the rock and muskeg country 
of Section B. “Please God, send me back to my missions,” he wrote, but it was not until the final spike 
was driven that his prayers were answered. 

 
In 1882, he relocated to Calgary following the retirement of Father Constantine Scollen from the southern 
Alberta missions.   
 
When the CPR was preparing to lay track through Blackfoot territory against their wishes, Lacombe negotiated 
an agreement with the Blackfoot leader Crowfoot that allowed the railway to pass through Blackfoot land. 
Crowfoot was given a lifetime pass to travel on the railway by CPR president William Van Horne, as was 
Lacombe. When the North-West Rebellion erupted in 1885, Prime Minister Sir John A. Macdonald enlisted 
Father Lacombe's assistance in assuring the neutrality of the Blackfoot Indians.[Although Cree braves 
commanded by Poundmaker and Big Bear were involved in the fighting, Crowfoot, believing the rebellion to be 
a lost cause, kept his warriors out of the conflict.  
 
For the remainder of his life, Lacombe played a major role in founding schools throughout the West, such as St 
Mary's School in what is now the Mission District of Calgary. His last major travels were to Europe in 1900 and 
1904, where he visited Austria and met Emperor Franz Joseph I. He also traveled to Galicia (now largely 
modern Poland and Ukraine) to promote Galician settlement of Canada. He died in 1916 in Midnapore, Alberta, 
now a suburb of Calgary.His body was interred in the crypt of the St. Albert parish church. Lacombe served St. 
Patrick's Church in Midnapore from its construction in 1904 until his death in on December 12 1916. 
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