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 Charles Douglas Gatton, son of Charles  and Alice Maud Pryor was born in Kenora on July 25 1920. His 
parents emigrated to Canada in 1911.  In Canada they had 4 daughters and one son: 
 

i.  Irene Elizabeth Alice Gatton b. 23 May 1911 in Kenora 
ii.  Vera Nelen Frances Gatton b. 25 Oct 1912 in Kenora 
iii.  Beryl Gatton b 1914 in Kenora 
iv.  Ruth Alexandra Gatton b. 03 Dec 1916 in Kenora 
v.  Charles Douglas Gatton b. 25 Jul 1920 in Kenora 

 
They lived at 217 - 4th St N Kenora in 1921.  
 
He enlisted in Canada and went overseas in August 1942. With the artillery and transferred overseas to an 
anti-aircraft battery. He was commissioned overseas as a Lieutenant and went into the Essex Scottish 
Regiment from Windsor.  
 
 On March 1st he was 2nd in command of 4 Cdn Inf Essex Sottish near Hochwald Germany. 
 
The War Diaries of Essex Scottish Regiment for March 1 and 2 record the activities at Hochwald: 
 

Place: West of DELSENHOF Ref UDEM 1:25000 
 
Finally our thick skinned friends arrived on the scene and were briefed by their respective coy comds 
and the second phase of the attack on the HOCHWALD began. As previously reported the enemy were 
in considerable strength with crawl trenches and barbed wire entanglements covered by machine gun 
fire which proved to be a tough proposition as far as 'C' Coy was concerned. 'D' Coy under the 
command of Major CROPP reached their objective in the edge of HOCHWALD with few casualties - 
however the going was far from easy. 'C' Coy on the left met very stiff opposition. However, under the 
outstanding leadership of Major TILSTON they finally secured their objective on the edge of the 
HOCHWALD to the left of 'D' Coy. Major TILSTON personally replaced the wireless set and brought 
ammo to his men with complete disregard for his own safety. He was wounded once slightly and 
carried on until he had to be evacuated with a second, more serious, wound in the leg. It was largely 
due to 'C' Coy Comd's outstanding bravery that the coy was successful. Although they suffered heavy 
casualties they remained on their objective with the help of the Carrier Pl. After these positions were 
firm 'A' & 'B' Coys passed through 'D' & 'C' Coys respectively and took up positions beyond in the 
woods. Their objectives were taken with comparative ease. Inter-unit contact patrols were maintained 
during the night as well as a contact patrol from Calgary Highlanders to 'D' Coy. As a result of the day's 
fight we had taken about 100 prisoners, captured 3 88mm guns, a medium mortar and many 
automatic weapons. Our own losses were 8 offr and 130 OR casualties. 
 
2 MARCH 1945 
Place: At HOCHWALD Ref UDEM 1:25000 
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At dawn the RHLIs with an Arty Barrage started another phase of the operation. Our 'B' Coy had to 
withdraw into the area of 'C' Coy within the safety line. Two coys from the RHLI moved up to the area 
of start line and the remaining coys passed through to their objectives. Around 40 PsOW were taken 
and objectives were captured quite easily as the defences of the enemy seemed to have broken. The 
RCEs at this time were repairing the crater on the road at the entrance to the HOCHWALD. Our sub 
units received some shelling; however no enemy were seen by our troops. The RRC moved through 
both units and reached their objectives - clearing the 4 Bde part of the HOCHWALD. 
 
 

Excerpts from Chapter XIX of The Battle of the Rhineland, Part II: Operation "BLOCKBUSTER"  
22 February-10 March 1945 i record the role of the Essex Scottish: 

The assault by the Essex Scottish went in at 7:45 a.m. supported by artillery and a troop of 
tanks of the Sherbrooke Fusiliers. The German positions at the edge of the woods were strong, 
and their paratroop defenders, reinforced, it seems probable, from the Calcar garrison, met the 
attack with savage determination. The fighting was fiercest on the left, where the Essex "C" 
Company, led by Major 

F. A. Tilston, had to cross 500 yards of open ground and ten feet of barbed wire to reach the 
foremost trenches. That they succeeded in their task was largely due to the inspired leadership 
of their commander. Although wounded in the head during the advance, Major Tilston was the 
first into the enemy trenches, silencing with a grenade a machine-gun post that was holding up 
one of his platoons. As he pressed on with his main force to the second line of defences he 
was again severely wounded in the thigh but remained in command. In vicious hand-to-hand 
fighting the Essex cleared the trenches; but before there was time to consolidate the Germans 
launched a counter-attack heavily supported by mortars and machine guns. Through this hail 
of fire Tilston calmly moved in the open among his depleted forces (now one-quarter of their 
original strength), organizing his defences platoon by platoon. Six times he crossed bullet-
swept ground to the flanking Essex company to carry grenades and ammunition to his hard-
pressed men. Though hit a third time lie refused medical aid until, lying in a shell-hole, he had 
ordered his one remaining officer to take over and had briefed him concerning the plan of 
defence and the absolute necessity of holding the position.89 Nightfall found the Essex Scottish 
clinging firmly to their hard-won gains. The day's fighting had cost the battalion 31 killed and 
77 wounded.90 But it had secured a solid base for the 4th Brigade's operations to clear the 
northern forest. Major Tilston's gallantry cost him both legs, but brought him the Victoria 
Cross. 

 
When Major Tilson was forced out of action by wounds Lieutenant Gatton took over command of his 
company. He was awarded the Military Cross ii  in May 1945 with 2 Canadian Infantry , 4 Canadian Infantry, 
Essex Scottish the citation reading as follows: 
 

When the Essex Scottish Regiment attacked the Hochwald forest defence line on 1st March 1945, 
Number 13 Platoon of ‘C’ Company was commanded by Lieutenant C.D. Gatton. 
 
He successfully led his platoon onto its objective, a foothold on the edge of the woods. The company 
was immediately counter-attacked and subjected to sever mortaring. By daring and determined use of 

https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/UN/Canada/CA/Victory/Victory-19.html#fn89
https://www.ibiblio.org/hyperwar/UN/Canada/CA/Victory/Victory-19.html#fn90
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grenades, Bren guns and PIATs under Lieutenant Gatton’s skillful direction, Number 13 platoon bore 
the brunt of the enemy attacks and repelled them with heavy losses to the enemy. 
 
In the fierce fighting many casualties were suffered including all the company officers except 
Lieutenant Gatton. Undismayed by the fact that the enemy outnumbered his troops and were 
fanatically battling to regain the position held by his company, this officer coolly assumed command 
of the critical situation. Ignoring the mortar, machine guns and small arm fire, which was sweeping the 
area, he moved between the platoons reorganizing the company and encouraging the men , so 
impressing them by his determination and calm bearing that the repeated counter attacks were 
beaten off and the position held. 
 
The breaching of the Hochwald defence line by the Battalion was dependent on the success of the ‘C’ 
Company operation. 
 
Lieutenant Gatton, by his outstanding gallantry and disregard for danger, set a magnificent example 
for all the men under his command. The exploits of ‘C’ Company and its brave leader will be 
remembered by the Regiment forever. iii 

 
He married Joan Jennings of Hernhill, London in  St. Mathews Church Strentham, September 3rd 1944. His 
wife came to Kenora but the two returned to live in England. 
 
He died in Crawley, West Sussex, England December 2002. 
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